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Acts vi. 28. 


Aue thou perſuadeſt Me to be @ Chriſtian. 


ND many there are who go thus far: ever 
ſince the Chriſtian Religion was in the world, 


— __ 
who were atmoſt 


rer L hs 
1 imports © to conlider, 


Firſt, What is implied in being alma, 
mn Chriſtian. 
I. 1. Now, in the being l Chriſtian is im- 


plied, 1 8 * 


will make any queſtion of this: 
Heathen . — | mean, choral anc 


tiled. By the rules of this they were taught, that 


wr Arca ure dads «wy not totake aw —_. 
n her by robbery or theft: 0 
to oppreſs the poor, neither to uſe extortion — 
any; not to cheat or over- reach either the poor or. 
rich, in whatſoever commerce they had with them : 


to defraud no man of his right, and if it were pot 
fible, to owe no man any thi 

2. Again, the common Heathens allowed, that 
regard was to be paid to Truth as well as to 
Juſtice. | And accordingly, they not only held him 
in abomination, who was forſworn, who called God 
to witneſs to a lye; but him alſo who was known 
to be a flanderer of his neighbour, who falſely ac- 
cuſed any man. And indeed little better did — 
eſteem wilful liars of any fort, accounting ihem- the 
. 83 ſocieties. 


3. Yet 


"Sad 
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3. Yet again, there was a fort of love and afſiſt- 
ance which they expected one from another. They 
expected whatever aſſiſtanee any one could gi 
another without prejudice to himſelf. And this they 
extended not only to thoſe little offices of huma- 
nity, which are performed without any expence or 
labour; but likewiſe to the feeding the hungry, if 
they had food to ſpare, the clothing the naked 
þ their own ſuperfluous raiment; and in | 
| giving to any that needed, fuch things as 
nous ons 2 Thus far (in the low 
account of it) Heathen Honeſty went, the firſt thing 
implied in the being almeſ a Chriſtian. 
II. 4. A ſecond thing implied in the being ala 
a Chriftiax, is the Sem A = form of godlineſs, % 
that godlineſs which is prefcribed in the goſpel of 
Chriſt; the having the outſide of a real Chriſtian. 
Accordingly the Chreſtian does nothing which 
the goſpel forbids. He taketh not the name of God 
i vain; he blefſeth and curſeth not; he ſweareth 
not at all, but his communication is, Yea, yea; Nay, 
fers it to be profaned, even by the ſtranger that is 
within his gates. He not only — * actual 
Adultery, Fornication, and Unclean t ever) 
+ word or look, that either direftly or — 
tends thereto; nay, and all idle words, abſtaining 
both from all detraftion, backbiting, tale-bearing, 
evil-ſpeaking, and from all fooliſh talking and 
Jefting, Evryanizza, a kind of virtue in the Heathen 
Moraliſt's account. Briefly, from all converſation 
that is not good to the uſe of edifying, and that con- 
tly grieves the holy Spirit of God, whereby we 
are fealed to the day of redempt ion. 2 
5. He abſtains from Vine wherein is exceſs, from 
revellings and gluttony. He avoids, as much as 


in him lies, all firife and contention, conti- 


nually endeavouring to live eably with all 
Þ--—4g And if de ber weeks” te avengeth not 
himſelf, neither returns evil for evil. He is no 
railer, no brawler, no ſcoffer, either at the faults 
er infirmities of his neighbour, He does not 
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ſture, and deportment which ſpeaks nothing elſe, 
dut God be merciful to me @ finner. 

8. To this, if we add, the conſtant uſe of family 
er, by thoſe who are maſters of families, and 
the ſetting times for private addreſs to God, 
with a ſeriou of behaviour ; he who uni- 
formly praftiſes this outward religion, he has the 
form © r but one thi 
more in order to his being almoſt a Chriſtian, 

that is, Sincerity. i | 


ut. 9. By Sincerity 1 mean, a real, inward 


principle of religion, from whence theſe outward 
__ ations flow; and indeed, if we have not this, we 


have not Heathen Honeſty ; no, not ſo much of it 
as will anſwer the demand of a Heathen, Epicurean 
Poet. Even this poor wretch, in his ſober intervals, 
is able to teſtify, | 


-* Oderunt peccare boni, virtutis amore 
+ Oderunt peccare mali, formidine pane. 


So that if a man only abſtains from doing evil, in 
order to avoid puniſhme 


+ Non paſces in cruce coruos, 


Saith the Pagan; there, Thou th reward, But 
e 
to be ſo much as a good Heathen, If then any man 
from the ſame motive, viz, to avoid puniſhment, to 


* ® Good men avoid fin from the love of virtue; wicked men 
avoid fin from the fear of puniſhment. 
| + Thou fhalt not be hanged, 
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plied in the being altogether a tian I anſwer, 
1. Finſt, the Love of God. Ve tha faith his 
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there is none upon earth that I defere beſide ther. Indeed 


what can he dehire befide God? Not the world. nor 5 


of the fleſh, the defire of the eye, 
idle of life. Vea, he is dead to ofevery 


le in lovetivelleth is Cod, and God in him be is 
2. The thing implied in the being alto- 
love of cur neighbour, For 
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himſelf declares, He that believeth i 
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3. There is yet one thing more 
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Old and New Teſtaments. 


e right and true Chriſtian Faith is, (to 
words of our own church) not only 
ipture, and the articles of 
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